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                         State-Wide Public Opinion Poll--April 2000

Question 1: How many Americans do you believe suffer from a mental illness in any one-year period? 

1 in five*
41.2%

1 in 50
32.0%

1 in 100
13.0%

Don’t Know
13.6%

Refused
0.2%

[*actual prevalence]

Question 2: Do you know the extent of your own mental health coverage?
Yes
44.6%

No
51.8%

Don’t Know
3.6%

Refused
0.0%

Question 3: Do you believe insurance companies discriminate against people with mental illness?

Yes
44.2%

No
27.0%

Don’t know
28.6%

Refused
0.2%

Question 4: Do you think that a person’s health insurance should pay the cost of treatment for mental illness to the same extent that it pays for the cost of treating other medical illnesses?

Yes
88.2%

No
5.8%

Don’t know
6.0%

Refused
0.0%

Question 5: Would you favor or oppose a state law that would require insurance companies to provide equal coverage between mental and other medical illnesses?

Favor
83%
Strongly favor
56.2%



Somewhat favor
26.8%

Oppose
9.8%
Somewhat oppose
5.6%



Strongly oppose
4.2%

Don’t know
7.0%


Refused
0.2%


Question 6: 29 states have passed some form of mental health parity and studies show that parity resulted in minimal or no increases in cost for insurance coverage. If you were asked to pay an additional 1% to 1½ % in premium cost to achieve parity in mental health benefits, would that be worth it to you?

Yes
77.2%

No
13.6%

Don’t know
9.0%

Refused
0.2%

Questions for statistical purposes--regarding age, #7; and occupation, #8 (not reported here)

Question 9: Is there a union member in your household?
Yes
27.4%

No
71.8%

Don’t know
0.2%

Refused
0.6%

Question 10: Is there an adult in your household who owns or is employed by a business with 25 or fewer employees?
Yes
26.2%

No
71.2%

Don’t know
1.4%

Refused
1.0%

Labor and Small Business Households -- Cross tabulation -- Questions 4, 5, & 6

#
Question subject
Labor
Not labor
Sm. Business
Not Sm. Business

4
Support mental health parity
92%
87%
88%
88%

5
Support a law to create parity
90%
80%
82%
83%

6
Parity is worth a premium increase
76%
78%
78%
77%

6
Parity not worth a premium increase
14%
13%
17%
13%

The poll was conducted by telephone in April, 2000.  A total of 500 registered voters were interviewed.  The margin for error is +/- 5%.
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